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and leave a pure white ash. To this mass are added various
aromatic substances which are gradually volatilized by the
heat and fill the surrounding air with their perfume. It is
important to observe that only ordinary saltpetre (nitrate of
potassium) is to be used for this purpose, and not the so-called
Chili saltpetre (nitrate of sodium) which becomes moist in the
air. For ordinary pastils finely rasped fragrant woods such
as cedar or santal are frequently employed. During the slow
combustion, however, the wood gives off products of a pun-
gent or disagreeable odor such as acetic acid and empyreu-
matic products, which lessen the fragrance. Fine pastils are
composed of. resins and essential oils and are usually formed
into cones two-fifths to four-fifths of an inch high, by being
pressed in metal moulds.
Fumigating pastils are manufactured as follows. Each
solid ingredient is finely powdered by itself, and the necessary
quantities are then put into a wide porcelain dish and inti-
mately mixed with a flat spatula. In order to confine the
dust, the dish is covered with a cloth during this operation.
The mixture being completed, the essential oils are added,
together with enough mucilage of acacia to form a plastic
mass to be kneaded with the pestle, and which after drying will
have a sufficiently firm consistence.
PASTILLES ORIENTALES.
Charcoal..............................    ij4 Ib.
Saltpetre..............................    3 % oz.
Benzoin......................   .....___      y2 ib.
Powdered amber........................    3^ oz.
Tolu balsam.............................    2^ oz.
The charcoal for this and all other pastils should be made
from soft woods (willow, poplar, etc.). The characteristic of
these pastils is the amber they contain (the offal from manu-
factories is used) and. which on ingition gives off a peculiar